Militarism

If our civilization is destroyed, it will not be by barbarians from below.
Our barbarians come from above.

Henry Demarest Lloyd, American journalist (1847-1903)

Patriotism is the last resort of scoundrels.
Samuel Johnson

Young Men: The lowest aim in your life is to become a soldier. The good
soldier never tries to distinguish right from wrong. He never thinks; never
reasons; he only obeys. If he is ordered to fire on his fellow citizens, on
his friends, oh his neighbours, on his relatives, he obeys without
hesitation. If he is ordered to fire down a crowded street when the poor
are clamouring for bread, he obeys and sees the grey hairs of age stained
with red and the life tide gushing from the breasts of women, feeling
neither remorse nor sympathy. If he is ordered off as a firing squad to
execute a hero or benefactor, he fires without hesitation, though he
knows the bullet will pierce the noblest hear that ever beat in a human
beast.

A good soldier is a blind, heartless, soulless, murderous machine. He is

. not a man. He is not a brute, for brutes only kill in self defence. All that is

human in him, all that is divine in him, all that constitutes the man has
been sworn away when he took the enlistm
Jack London

What occurred in Oklahoma City was no different than what Americans
rain on the heads of others all the time, and subsequently, my mindset
was and is one of clinical detachment. The bombing of the Murrah
building was not personal, no more than when Air Force, Army, Navy or
Marine personnel bomb or launch cruise missiles against government
installations and their personnel.

Timothy McVeiah, who was trained by the U.S. Army

...a set of beliefs taught to each generation in which the Motherland or the
Fatherland is an object of veneration and becomes a burning cause for
which one becomes willing to kill the children of other Motherlands or
Fatherlands.

Howard Zinn on nationalism

__ | never intend to adjust myself to the madness of militarism
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